




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































floor session. The bill establishes state
transportation goals for the next 20 years.
.Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon),
author of the bill, highlighted some of the
_provisions, including those authorizing
toll road and light rail facility planning
and construction. Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent) offered an amendment that
establishes a paratransit advisory commit-
tee to study the feasibility of coordinating
and consolidating metro mobility service
trips within the existing Dept. of Human
. Services Medical Assistance service trips
program. The amendment was adopted.
_DeCramer offered another amendment
providing for a comprehensive reexamina-
tion of public transportation in the
Metropolitan Area. DeCramer said that
the Metropolitan Council is the agency
charged with directing the report, which
will focus on mass transit alternatives in
some corridors. A provision requires that
all transit development comply with the
report. An amendment, by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), striking the
latter provision, failed. However, members
adopted an amendment, by Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), requiring
that all transit development comply with
the report after August 1992.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Gene

Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), relating to

the bill’s natural preservation route and
scenic highway provisions, was adopted.
The amendment prohibits a road au-
thorlty from making road changes that
may have detrimental aesthetic effects on’
the road or its adjacent habitat unless the
road authority has written consent of the
city, county, park district and state agency
with authority over the park. Members
also adopted an amendment, offered by
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul),
directing the Dept. of Transportation to
ensure consideration of a light rail transit

(LRT) in 1-94 and 1-35W reconstruction. .

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), offered
an amendment restricting counties’
levying authority for light rail transit from
2 mills to one half mill. The amendment,
 which failed, requires all levies for LRT
planning, construction, design or lobbying
to be authorized by the Legislature.
Members then voted in favor of the bill,
thereby granting it final passage.

S.F. 985, authored by Nancy Brataas .
(IR-Rochester), regulates supplementary
benefits within the workers’ compensation
system. Brataas told members that the
amount of money a person can receive
while collecting the tax-free supplemen-
tary and workers’ compensation benefits

can amount to more than the person
received while working. She said that
Minnesota is the only state that does not
coordinate its supplementary and workers”
compensation benefits. But Sen. Don
Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park) opposed .
the measure, contending that any benefits
received by a person have been earned.
Brataas disagreed, maintaining that the
age of the person determines whether or
not benefits have been earned. Brataas
said the bill, which applies to injuries
incurred after 1987, would result’in a
savings of tens of millions of dollars in
coming years. An amendment, offered by

“Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR-Duluth), es-

sentially comprising all the provisions in
the governor’s workers’ compensation bill,
was tuled not germane. A 32-32 vote was
ruled as a vote in support of the motion,
made by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-
Maplewood), president of the Senate.
The bill was then progressed.

Health care access gains

The Senate took up the Health Care -
Access bill on Special Orders at the Fri.,
May 17, proceedings. - The debate on H.F.
2, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-
Mpls.), began with an amendment, offered
by the author, that reinstates several
provisions that were deleted in the
committee process and deletes the pilot
study program which provides access to
health care for approximately 15,000
people in a limited geograpHic area. The
amendment leaves in place the insurance
industry sponsored plan to provided a
health insurance program to small
employers.

The amendment reinstates the plan to
offer coverage for as many uninsured or
underinsured persons for outpatient
services as the program’s appropriation
will allow. The amendment also requires
that those contracting with the state
provide health coverage for their employ-
ees and that the program not duplicate
Medical Assistance coverage. Not
included in the amendment are insurance’
reform initiatives and community rating
standards that were in earlier versions of
the Lill.

- Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), who proposed the pilot project
program, said that the Berglin amendment
commits the state to something that it -
cannot support. The analysis upon which
the Berglin program is based does not take
into account rising costs of health care, he
said.

Sen. Pat Piper (DFL—Austin) said that

the bill is a step in the direction of
providing health coverage for uninsured

" Minnesotans. The bill invests resources

into something that most of us have as a
right of employment, she said.

Another amendment, offered by Sen.
Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), adds

chiropractor services to the list of covered

- benefits. Merriam opposed the amend-

ment. “The more services we mandate,
the fewer people we can cover.” Both
amendments were adopted. .

The bill was passed, as amended, on a
51-12 vote.

On the Senate Calendar, the body took
up H.F. 303, authored by Merriam,
making changes to state and local.
government responsibilities for waste
management, placing emphasis on recy-
cling, and abandoning the waste facility
siting process. H.F. 543, authored by Sen.
Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester), establishes
a mental health service pilot project in
Olmsted County. H.F. 1009, authored by
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
authorizes additions and deletions of land
from state parks. H.F. 930, authored by
Sen. John Bernhagen (IR-Hutchinson),
changes the name of the Greater Minne-
sota Corporation to Minnesota Technol-
ogy, Inc. and changes the duties of the
office. 'S.F. 1317, authored by Sen. Don
Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park), makes
changes to provisions of parental leave
laws. H.F. 321, authored by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls:), makes changes to

" marriage dissolution laws. H.F. 783,

authored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-
Dakota), modifies requirements for
drilling and sealing of wells and requires
disclosure of well status when selling land.
S.F. 780, authored by Sen. David Freder-
ickson (DFL-Murdock), requires that -
certain public information be provided
without a fee. S.F. 93, sponsored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL Glyndon) limits

.~ fees charged to towns associated with road

construction projects to $100. S.F. 494,
authored by Spear, authorizes an intensive
probations pilot project in counties for
DWI offenses. S.F. 414, carried by
Berglin, establishes a community drug and
alcohol prevention program. S.F. 666,
authored by Morse, lowets the licensing
fee for lawn service applicators. H.F.

1353, authored by Ted Mondale (DFL-St.

Louis Park), establishes an international
partnership program in the Minnesota
Trade Office. H.F. 99, authored by Morse,
designates Trunk Highway No. 61 as the
Disabled American Veterans Highway.
The Senate concurred on three bills as
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they were amended by the House. S.F.
1178, authored by Merriam, allows school
meetingsion certain election days. S.F.
449, authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-
Duluth), makes changes to the cost of
living adjustments for the Duluth Teach-
ers Retirement Fund Association and the
St. Paul Teachers Retirement Fund Asso-
ciation. S.F. 822, authored by Merriam,
establishes criteria to determine respon-
sible parties for cleanup of hazardous
waste.

Several conference committee reports
came to the Senate for final concurrence
and passage. H.F. 236, authored by Kelly,
allows environmental testing on land
prior to eminent domain proceedings.
~~H.F. 633, authored by Sen: Bob Lessard -
(DFL- Intl Falls), regulates the use and
‘operation of personal watercraft. H.F. 809,
sponsored by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato), fixes various fees for providing
county documents. H.F. 478, carried by
Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood),
makes changes to election laws. S.F. 800,
authored by Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-
‘Woodbury), revises regulations regarding
the transport of wild animals. S.F. 1027,
also authored by Price, establishes the
Minnesota Adopt-a-Park Program. All of
these bills received re-passage.

The Senate took up S.F. 338, authored
by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul).
The bill relates to various public employee
pension plans. Included in the bill are
provisions that continue surviving spouse
benefits after remarriage and that modify
public pension actuarial reporting
requirements. Also bn Special Orders was
H.E. 655, carried by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent). The bill states require-
ments for size and equipment for road
vehicles and trailers. An amendment was
offered by DeCramer that modifies the
- Dimler amendment, a portion of statute
that prohibits a speed violation that was
less than ten miles per hour over the listed
speed limit from being recorded on a
driver’s record. The DeCramer amend-
ment requires that such violations be .
recorded on the driver’s record but cannot
be made known to insurance companies or
other similar parties. The amendment
. was adopted on a 25-21 vote. Also
adopted was an amendment, offered by
DeCramer, that bans the use of radar
detection devices. An amendment,
offered by Morse, exempting vehicles used
for newspaper delivery from common
carrier statutes was adopted. The body
adopted an amendment, offered by Sen.
Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing), that puts
a moratorium on enforcement action
against irregular route common catriers on

the grounds that the carrier is providing
service asa regular route common carrier.
The bill gained final passage. »

Saturday, May 18

Appointments approved by Senate
Senators spent the morning of the Sat.,
May 18, floor session confirming a number

of noncontroversial appointments. They

included: Elton Redalen; commissioner of

the Dept. of Agriculture; Bert McKasy,
commissioner of the Dept. of Commerce;
E. Peter Gillette, commissioner of the
Dept. of Trade and Economic Develop-
ment; Wayne L. Dalke, commissioner of
the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilita-

*tion Board; Gene Mammenga; commis-~

sioner of the Dept. of Education; R. Jane

Brown, commissioner of the Dept. of Jobs -

and Training; Peter E. Obermeyer;
commissioner of the Buréau of Mediation
Services; Krista Sanda, commissioner of
the Dept. of Public Service; Delores J.
Knaak, commissioner of the Public
Utilities Commission; Rodney Sando,
commissioner of the Dept. of Natural Re-
sources; Charles W. Williams, commis- -
sioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency; John Gunyou, commissioner of
the Dept. of Finance; Linda Barton, com-
missioner of the Dept. of Employee
Relations; Linda Kohl, commissioner of
the State Planning Agency; Dana B.
Badgerow, commissioner of the Dept. of
Administration; Dorothy McClung,
commissioner of the Dept. of Revenue;
John M. Riley, commissioner of the Dept.
of Transportation; and Bernard Melter,
commissioner of the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs.

Senators also confirmed a number of -
committee, council and board appoint-

[

‘ments. They included: Robert Worthing-
‘ton and Demetrius G. Jelatis, members of

the Minnesota Housing Finance Au-
thority; H. Theodore Grindal, Steven
Watson, Jonelle Moore, Harry A. Sieben,
Jr. and William Jones, members of the
Board of the Minnesota Center for Arts
Education; William C. Ulland, Jerry
Serfling and Corey R. Elmer, members of
the State University Board; Ann M.
Kruchten and Robert M. Bigwood,
members of the State Board for Commu-
nity Colleges; F.B. Daniel, Billeigh H.
Riser and Robert L. Cahlander, members
of the State Board of Technical Colleges;
Tom Martinson, member of the Min-
nesota Higher Education Facilities Au-
thority; Gary Mohrenweiser, member of
the State Board of Vocational Technical
Education; Verne E. Long and Robert D.
Decker, members of the Minnesota

Higher Education Coordinating d&
Debra A. Wilson and Steven D Wlir }
judges of the Workers’ Compenseltl eeler,
Court of Appeals. L

Also, Al Brodie, Robert DeVrjes G ‘
Doyscher, Ruth Fitzmaurice, Jack Lavzna '
Darby Nelson, John Rose, Joseph Size, Yc,
Merle Anderson, Chr1st1ne Susan RN
Kneeland and Patricia Baker, members of
the Environmental Trust Fund Citizeng’
Advisory Committee; Pat Davies, Robert
Dunn, Carolyn E. Engebretson and
Edward C. Oliver, members of the
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board;
Russell W. Domino and Loni Kemp,
members of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency; Donald Ogaard, chair of
Dottie M. Rietow, director of the Office of
Waste Management; Sally Howard,
Anthony Thomas, Sr. and Nicholas
Zuber, members of the Gambling Control
Board; Michael Ehrlichmann, chair of the
Regional Transit Board; Doris Caranicas;
Terrance O’ Toole, John Finley, Richard .
Wedell and Sandra Hilary, members of
the Regional Transit Board; Mary
Anderson, chair of the Metropolitan
Council; Kathleen Doar, judge of the Tax
Court; Richard Helgeson and Lorraine
Mayasich, members of the Transportation’
Regulation Board; and approx1mate1y
15,000 notaries public.

In other action, the conference commit-
tee reports on the following measures were
adopted and granted repassage. S.F. 793,
authored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-
Ham Lake), establishes matimum levels of
mercury in batteries, and requires battery
companies to institute a rechargeable
battery pilot project, in which 95 percent
of all rechargeable batteries now going to -
landfills will be recycled. S.F. 880,
authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-
Mpls.), the “worthless check” bill, allows
banks to impose a $4 service charge to
individuals other than the issuer of
worthless checks, allows a merchant who
accepts a worthless check to impose a $20
service charge to the bad check offender,
and prohibits banks from charging law
enforcement officials and prosecutors,
who are involved in criminal investiga-
tions, for reproduced bank documents.

H.F. 21, carried by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville), requires new or
expanded infectious waste incinerators
emitting less than 1000 Ibs. per hour to
obtain air emission permits, except for
facilities that are upgrading to meet pol-
lution control standards or for an incin-
erator emitting less than 350 lbs. that is
planned to méanage waste primarily by the
owner or operator of the incinerator. The .




bill also requires, environmental i impact
statements for new or expanded incinera-
tor facilities until new rules are adopted by
the Pollution Control Agency. ‘H.F. 1549,
carried by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-
Staples), is a resolution memorializing the
President and Congress to take action to
alleviate the crisis in the Midwest dairy
industry. H.F. 53, carried by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), the semi-states
omnibus bill, appropriates $2.6 billion to
the Dept. of Transportation and other
state agencies.

Workers’ comp bill approved
~In the second part of session on Sat.,
May 18, the Senate togk final action on
the conference committee report on the
worker’s compensation legislation. H.F.
1422, carried by Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake) regulates workers’
compensation benefits and insurance and
establishes a permanent commission on
worker’s compensation.- The bill takes
steps in bringing significant change to the
workers’ compensation system, said
Chmielewski.

Among provisions highlighted by

Chmielewski are a 12 percent reduction in

insurance rates, the creation of a commis-
sion to study workers compensation,
judicial reform that provides further access
to binding arbitration, the prohibition of
compensation above salary rates, and a
change in interest rate calculations. Also,
no state revenue is appropriated for the
program. !

Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester),
said that the bill does not provide neces-
sary reform. The bill fails to eliminate
life-time benefits to those without perma-
nent disabilities, does not make it impos-
- sible for a person to collect more than
their salary in benefits, and does not
decrease litigation, she said.

The bill was re-passed on a 41-23 vote.

Four othet bill were passed as-amended
by conference committees. H.F. 922,
sponsored by Sen. Dennis Frederickson
(IR-New Ulm), requires a person having
knowledge of a hunting accident to
provide assistance. H.F. 326, carried by
Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood),
provides time off from work to vote in
primary elections. H.F. 126, sponsored by’
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL—Brainerd),
designates the Paul Bunyan Expressway.
H.F. 683, carried by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), is the omnibus liquor bill.

The Senate also adopted the House
language on S.F. 1128, authored by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park).

The bill provides for replacement cost
insurance for personal property and * .

- modifies provisions for renter’s insurance.

The bill was given final passage.
The Senate considered H.F. 299,
authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St.

- Paul) on Special Orders. The bill relates

to local police and firefighter pensions,
certain surviving spouse and child
benefits, and actuarial practices. The bill
was passed without opposition.

. The Senate also took up the confirma-
tion of Ralph Church as commissioner of
the Dept. of Labor and Industry. The

" appointment was confirmed on a 38-22

vote.
Environment omnibus bill

S.F. 1533, the environment and natural
resources omnibus spending bill, was
granted final passage during the late after-
noon portion of the Sat., May 18, floor
session. The bill, authored by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), was considered after
being sent to conference committee for
comparison with the House File version.
Some sections highlighted by Morse
include provisions providing for the
reinstatement of the Board of Water and
Soil Resources flood plain grant and for
the abandoned well inventory program,
and provisions authorizing funding of the
family farm advocates program and area
agriculture information centers. He also
pointed out a provision authorizing the
accelerationt of air quality fees in the
Pollution Control Agency and provisions
providing for flood damage reductions and
interpretive parks funding in the Dept. of

Natural Resources. He added that the bill -

also provides for exotic species control.
Morse said the bill authorizes $16 million
in bonding for Legislative Commission on
Natural Resource (LCMR) recommended
programs, including the Reinvest in

Minnesota (RIM) Reserve and Critical

. Habitat programs, and for state trail acqui-

sition and building rehabilitation.
Members granted final passage to other
bills on the Special Orders Calendar. S.F.

* 526, authored by Sen: Allan Spear (DFL-

Mpls.), amends laws relating to the inten-
sive comrmunity supervision program
within the Dept. of Corrections. H.F. 695,
also authored by Spear, relates to the Bat-
tered Women’s Advisory Council. The
bill clarifies the relationship between the
council and the Dept: of Corrections and
establishes a Sexual Assault Advisory
Council and a General Crime Victims. -
Advisory Council. The bill also increases
the fees for violating a protection order.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Ember

Reichgott {DFL-New Hope), provides for
payment of a petitioner’s filing fees by a
perpetrator and allows for a petitioner’s
affidavit to be filed by a peace officer or
other designated party. The amendment
was adopted. Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St.
Paul) offered an amendment deleting a
provision allowing the Dept. of Correc-
tions to adopt rules under which the
advisory council may request reconsidera-

. tion of a Dept. of Correction’s decision.
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Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) sup-
ported the amendment, asserting that if

" the Legislature allows these types of rules

to be adopted in this instance, other ad-
visory councils will want rules allowing for

" the reconsideration of decisions in other - -

instances as well. But the amendment
failed on a 26-28 roll call vote.

H.F. 1129, authored by Sen. Charles
Davis (DFL-Princeton), relates to agri-
culture. The bill regulates genetically
engineered plants, pesticides and fertilizers
and provides for reimbursement of release
of permit costs. S.F. 1433, authored by
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), relating to
self insurance, regulates custodial ac-
counts. A delete everything amendment,
basically consisting of the governor’s
workers’ compensation bill, was offered by
Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR-Duluth). But the
amendment was defeated by members on a

close 31-33 roll call vote. H.F. 540,

~ authored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-"

Mpls.), regulates the display of handgun
ammunition. Kroening said that, under

. the measure, ammunition that is displayed

in % manner accessible to' minors is a
misdemeanor. Kroening said the bill,
which is a statewide measure, does not
apply to big game ammunition.

S.F. 1174, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), sets a minimum water use
processing-fee for water use permits issued
for irrigation. Morse offered an amend-
ment defining “once-through” systems and
providing for a penalty for unpaid bal-
ances of once-through. system fees. Mem-
bers adopted the amendment. H.F. 1109,
authored by Gustafson, creates Advantage
Minnesota, Inc., a nonprofit public corpo-

- ration for the state of Minnesota. Gus-

tafson said it would be a marketing tool
for Minnesota; tourism and economic
development. He said the corporation
will be funded by private sector dollars
matched by public dollars. H.F. 761, au- -
thorod by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato), authorizes the State Board of
Technical Colleges to develop training
materials for people who provide services-

- to developmentally disabled people.

Hottinger said the technical colleges have
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volunteered their services to meet provi-
sions in the-bill, which has no ap- :
propriation. H.F. 222, authored by Sen.
Gregory Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake), estab-
lishes a regional international trade
service center pilot project. Dahl said
that, under the measure, six regional trade
centers will be established and will work
with other organizations, institutions and

chambers to obtain funds on a grant basis. -

Members adopted an amendment, offered
by Dahl, authorizing grant monies to be
used for the Red River Trade Center
project.’

H.F. 322, authored by Sen. Gene’
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), establishes

a central resource recovery facility for

state offices. Merriam said that 70 percent

of the waste currently going from state
offices to the Newport facility is recy-
clable. He indicated that the bill rem-
edies the current system’s main problem of
space. He added that the $315,000 appro-
priation to the Dept. of Administration,
-which oversees the operation, will be
recovered through the sale of recyclables
and through the elimination of landfilling
COsts.
Members also approved two b1115 on the
“Calendar. S.F. 860, authored by Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), authorizes special
service districts in Minneapolis to provide
parking facilities. H.F. 354, authored by
Sen. Ronald Dicklich {DFL-Hibbing),
provides a deadline for a report by the
Legislative Task Force on Minerals.

Monday, May 20 '

Education funding bill passes
. In the second part of the Mon., May 20,
session, the Senate took up the confer-
ence committee report on the education
funding proposal. H.F. 700, carried by
Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing),
provides school aid and levy requirements
for education for pupils through secondary
education. ,
Much of the debate centered around
provisions that increase the number of
instructional days, provide funding for
teacher development, peer review and
outcome-based education efforts, and
establish charter schools. -Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), said that
charter schools are important resources in
meeting the needs of learners who are not
being served in more normal school set-
tings. The bill passed on a vote of 56-11.
Several other bills were passed as they
came out of conference committees. H.F.
20, sponsored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-
Roseville), modifies the insurance claims

review process. H.F. 1371, carried by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), extends the
right of first refusal on foreclosed land to
ten years. 8.F. 785, authored by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), extends
interstate banking reciprocity to Michigan
and Ohia. S.F. 525, authored by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL- Mpls ), is the omnibus
crime bill. H.F. 1042, carried by Sen.

" Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm),

changes the organization of the Dept. of
Trade and Economic Development. H.F.
1050, carried by Marty, requires notice to
the Legislature for executive orders for
reorganization of state agencies. S.F.
1295, authored by Cohen, creates the
Ramsey County Local Services Study

Commission. S.F. 520, authored by Sen.

Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), directs the
Supreme Court to;study the feasibility of
allowing specialized legal assistants-to’
provide legal services. S.F. 765, authored
by Marty, provides specifications for
handicapped parking signs. H.F. 317,
carried by Reichgott, clarifies procedures
for child custody and support orders after
marriage dissolution. H.F. 551, sponisored
by Sen. Harold “Skip” Finn (DFL-Cass
Lake), extends the waiting period for
persons receiving a limited driver’s license

after being convicted of DWI. H.F. 244,

- carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park), regulates traffic safety

regarding school buses. S.F. 931, authored
by Sen.. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis
Park), requires counties to develop and
amend solid waste plans and plans related
to problem material management.

" The Senate rejected the conference
committee report on S. 'F. 81, authored by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato).
The bill relates to town supervisors, -
officers and employees. Several members
objected on the grounds that too much
was added to the bill in conference
committee. The bill was dlrected back to
conference committee.

Board of Electricity bill gains

In addition, to granting final passage to
the tax bill early Monday afternoon,
Senators granted final passage to an ad-
ditional four measures on the Special
Orders Calendar. One of the four meas-
ures, which are carried by Sen. Gene
Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), makes numerous.
changes to-the laws governing electricians
and the Board of Electricity. The meas-
ure, H.F. 871; also modifies the authority
of the complaint committee when
denying, suspending or licenses. H.F.
1035, makes administrative changes to the
Teachers Retirement Association (TRA).

Morse (DFL-Dakota), and adopted by the
Senate, incorporates a bill, eliminating an
employer contribution to the TRA for the
Community College and State University
employees who have changed to the In-
dividual Retirement Account Plan. H.F.
611, provides a refund to the designated
béneficiary of a deceased individual who
was covered under the Local Police and
Salaried Firefighters Relief Associations.
H.F. 1584, makes changes reflecting ben-
efits, administration and investment
practices to the Public Employees Retire-
ment Plan. i

Senators turned their attention to
repassing five additional measures after
concurring with House amendments. S.F.
1152, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), requires limousine op-
erators to be licensed. S.F. 371, sponsored
by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville),
stipulates-that sex offenders, whose
victims were minors, must register their
addresses with police for up to 10 years
after being released from prison. S.F. 774,
authored by Sern. Linda Berglin (DFL-
Mpls.), a Dept. of Health housekeeping

- bill, includes an appropriation of $300,000

to the Women and Infant and Children
Program. S.F. 652, authored by Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth), allows for neighbor-
hood land trusts to provide for affordable
housing. S.F. 1284, authored by Sen. Earl
Renneke (IR-Le Sueur), changes the live-
stock market agency and dealer licensing
act. Members also adopted a conference.
committee report and granted repassage to
the omnibus transportation bill. S.F. 598,
authored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-

- Glyndon), establishes a state transporta-

tion plan with an emphasis on multimo-
dal, efficient and safe transportation.
Included in the bill is a provision stipulat-

~ ing that Light Rail Transit (LRT) will be

funded solely through federal and county
funids. The measure establishes.a board
made up of members from the Metropoli-
tan Transit Commission, the Dept. of
Transportation, the Regional Transit
Board, the Metropolitan Council, the
Regional Rail Authorities from the seven
county-Metro Area, and @ member from
the county Regional Rail Authority, to
implement LRT design and construction.

Higher ed and health bills approved

During the mid-afternocon portion of
the Mon., May 20, floor session, members
acted on conference committee reports for
both the health and human services
omnibus bill and the higher education
funding bill.

Speaking on the conference committee
report on S.F. 1535, the higher education

" An amendment, offered by Sen. Steven




funding bill, Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-
Thief River Falls) said tuition rate hikes
were reduced and financial aid levels
improved. The $1.9 billion bill, authored
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
‘Rapids), also provides for a merger of the
state, technical and community college

systems by 1995. The bill passed ona 37- -

30 roll call vote.
Members also acted favorably on H.F.
. 719, the human services omnibus bill.
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd),
highlighted some provisions in the $3.7
billion measure, authored by Merriam. He
said total spending in the bill is one
percent over current law. He added that

two state agencies, the Dept. of Human =~

Rights and the Dept. of Housing and
Finance, were added this year. He pointed
to the Work Readiness and General Assis-
tance programs as having sustained
reductions, but he added that the bill
provides for the implementation of the
Minnesota Family Investment plan. He
said funding for health care and nursing
home care programs is restored.

The measure repeals a sunset on the
Dislocated Workers’ Program and extends
the tax supporting the program to all
employers of the state. The bill also
embraces the federal definition of a dislo-
cated worker, which includes housewives
and farmers. Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-
Rochester) opposed the new definition,
arguing that social ills are not the respon-
sibility of Minnesota employers. She said
the program is desighed to help retrain

- and educate workers who are unemployed
as a result of a plant lay off and cannot
find jobs in their line of work. Sen. Pat
Piper (DFL-Austin) disagreed, maintain-
ing that many wives who now find
themselves stranded have been in hus-
band/wife relationships that can be de-

" fined as partnerships. The bill was passed .

"~ ona55-7 roll call vote.
In other action, Senators repassed S.F.

208, authored by.Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-

Red Wing). The bill, which was sent to
conference committee, allows automobile
dealers to register dealer plates every
seven years. '

Airbus bill approved

During the early evening hours of the
Mon., May 20, session, the Senate gave
final passage to S.F. 1655, the Northwest
Airlines airbus bill. The bill enables the
state to make loans to Northwest so the
_carrier can build two maintenance bases
for its new fleet of Airbus jetliners. The

-

millior in bonds to build the bases, grants
Northwest tax credits and sales tax breaks
for building the bases, and allows the
Metropolitan Airports Commission
(MAC) to strike a seperate $390 million

. deal with the company for expansion -

capital.

Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro)
offered an amendment to remove all
provisions relating to the MAC and its
bonding authority from the bill. Benson
said he was worried about the state grant-
ing so much lending authority to the -
commission. The airlines industry is very
volatile and were Northwest to go under,
the state would be stuck with paying off

“~ the bonds, Benson said. ~Bill aathor Sam

Solony (DFL-Duluth) told members that
Northwest is the state’s largest employer
and has never been healthier: “Let’s not
forget that this bill only gives the go
ahead to start discussions, these negotia-
tions are not going to happen over a cup

- of coffee,” Solon said. The final bonding

package will not be authorized until after
review by an 18-member legislative
commission and gubernatorial approval.
The Benson amendment was defeated 37-
29. '

 Under the measure, the state may sell
up to $350 million in revenue bonds for
construction of the bases, with Northwest
paying off the bonds through léase pay-
ments on facilities. Construction materi-
als purchased to build the bases are
exempt from sales taxes, and the company
receives a $5000-per-new-employee tax *

- credit. Irt addition, the bill authorizes the

“MAC to sell another $390 million in

_ bonds for the purpose of refinancing

Northwest’s leases in order to provide cash
for new routes and equipment. The bill
also contains language which requires

‘Northwest to keep its corporate headquar-

ters in Minnesota for the duration of the
proposed maintenance base lease. The
bill does not require that Northwest build
the airbus bases in greater Minnesota but
includes some incentives toward that end.
The conference committee report on

' SF. 506, the omnibus gambling bill,

authored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-
Chokio), was approved on a 53-11 vote.
The measure authorizes the state Racing
Commission to license two off-track
betting sites before Jan. 1 next year and
two more sites after that. One of those
licensed this year must be located in the
Metro Area. The facilities are required to
comply with local zoning ordinances.
The bill also includes a number of
charitable gambling provisions. The
measure bans the use of video games of

chance. A moratorium on new paddle-
wheels is institutedyas well. The amount
of real estate taxes allowed to be claimed
as lawful pupose is raised to $15,000 a
year, up from $7200. Hard (reusable)

bingo cards cards can be used in organiza- |

tions that make less than $150,000 a year
and the current reference in statute that
the organization have paid employees is
stricken. Veluntary pulltab posting is

adopted in the new language, and the rent

limit for non-bingo facilities is raised to
$1000 per month.

"The bill includes a compromise on
license fees for gambling equipment with

“the fee schedule divided into four catego-

ries. :
In addition, the measure appropriates
$1.2 million for compulsive gambling
treatment and programs, but there is no
increase in charitable gambling license
fees to pay for the increase. The bill also
includes a ban on the use of religious
symbols or themes in lottery advertising
and places a cap of 2.75 percent of gross
revenues to be used in lottery advertising.
Members also adopted sixteen confer-
ence committee reports during the
balance of the late afternoon and early
evening. S.F. 351, sponsored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller, provides for admin-
istrative hearings for police disciplinary
actions throughout the state. The bill
strikes a balance between witness rights

and police rights, Pogemiller said, and has -

no impact on the current Minneapolis
Police Civilian Review board. S.F. 181,
carried by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), makes numerous changes to
the law governing the Petrofund to -
prevent insurance companies from double
dipping. S.F. 559, carried by Sen. David
Frederickson {DFL-Murdoch), appropri-
ates funds to promote the use of ethanol
and requires the use and purchase of -
oxygenated fuels. H.F. 977, carried by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), sets

~ forth who must prevent, prepare for, and

respond to worst case discharges of oil and

_ hazardous substances. H.F. 958, authored

by Berg, provides for the promotion of
aquaculture development. S.F. 804,
carried by William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn
Park), specifies regulations relating to
health insurance coverage for persons,
taken into custody by county officials.
S.F. 783, sponsored by Dahl, clarifies
procedure relating to the handling of in-
fectious waste, and transfers duties from
the Pollution Contol Agency to the Dept.
of Health. S.F. 719, authored by Samuel-
son, changes requirements in the Minne-
sota Family Investment Plan. ‘

: jbill autho;i;es the state to sell up to $350




The conference committee report on
the omnibus data practices bill was also
approved. H.F. 693. sponsored by Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), provides for the
classification-of government data. The
elections conference committee report
was adopted. The measure, H.F. 137,
sponsor Luther explained, was weakened
in conference. The rules of eléction
withdrawal no longer apply to all elective
offices in the state, only constitutional
offices. The Senate language specifying
that the next greatest vote getter would be
the stand-in candidate in case of with-
drawal was also eliminated. Under the
approved measure, the political party will
choose a stand-in candidate. H.F. 1142,
also authored by Luther, directs the
Supreme Court to adopt rules regarding
alternative dispute resolutions. H.F. 930,
sponsored by Sen. John Bernhagen (IR-
Hutchinson), restructures and changes the
name of the Greater Minnesota Corpora-
tion to Minnesoat Technoligies, Inc..

H.F. 459, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), makes
changes in administrative forfeiture laws
relating to drug crimes. H.F. 143, carried
by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd),
makes technical changes relating to the
Veterans nursing homes in Minneapolis
and Hastings. H.F. 12, the insurance
insolvency bill, authored by Luther,
provides for increased regulation of
insurance companies. S.F. 906, carried by
Sen. Dean Johnson (IR- Wlllmar) grants
special ribbons to Minnesota reservists

~who served in the Persian Gulf War.

One conference committee report H.F.
887, the hunting bill sponsored by Berg,
failed to gain final approval. The bill
allows a two-deer limit for hunters and -
permits the hunting of the red fox in
certain areas of the state. The bill falled
on a 32-31.vote.

The Senate also granted concurrence to
seven house-amended bills. S.F. 1466,

* . sponsored by Pat Piper (DFL-Austin),

requires that the Pollution Control

* Agency institute a recapttre and recycle

program for chloroflourocarbons (CFC’s)

- and provides for low income energy

assistance. H.F. 218, authored by Sen.
Gregory Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake), requires
that housing contractors be licensed by
the state. A compromise with the House
involves a $2,500 limit on jobs done by
unlicensed contractors. S.F. 621, also
authored by Dahl, makes minor changes
in the laws governing the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources.
S.F. 505, authored by Sen. Gary Laidig
(IR-Stillwdter) allows the sale of tax
forfeited land in Washington and Clear-

water counties. H.F. 202, sponsored by
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), defines the word “employee” and®
clarifies leave of absence without pay for
the purpose of the Public-Employees Labor
Relations Act. S.F. 1112, authored by
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
provides incentives for the use of renew-
able energy sources and wind energy
conversion systems. S.F. 1224, carried by
Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), make
changes in state unclassified employee
retirement plan participation.

State departments, wetlands okayed
A flurry of conference committee
reports, concurrence and repassages and
final passage of bills marked the final
hours of the legislative session. Among
the conference committee reports that
were approved and repassed were the state
departments omnibus bill and the wet-
lands bill. According to Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), the state departments
omnibus bill appropriates $777 million for
the general operations of state govern-
ment, the legislative branch, the judiciary
and the constitutional offices. The
compromise bill applies a one percent
reduction to the base budgets of the

_agencies covered in the bill. The measure

provides for a commission to study ways to
decrease spending but does not name the
commission. In addition, the measure
continues the 8th Judicial District pilot

-project, provides a small increase for the

Trial Court Infoymation System and pro-
vides $1..2 million for the public defense
system. The measure also eliminates the
State Planning Agency as a state agency
and transfers most of the ongoing func-
tions to other agencies. In place of the
State Planning Agency, the bill estab-
lishes an Office of Strategic and Long-

" Range Planning. The measure also

restores a $2.1 million appropriation for
public broadcasting television and radio.

* Finally, new monies were provided for the
_Statewide Telecommunications Access

and Routing System, located within the
Dept. of Administration. The conference

' committee report was apptoved and the

bill was repassed on a 49-17 roll call vote.
H.F. 1, the wetlands preservation,
enhancefnent and establishment bill was
also repassed in the final minutes of the
session. According to chief author, Sen.
Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), the
conference committee accepted virtually
all of the Senate policy language on
wetlands. Under the measure, about $15
million is provided for easements and
compensation for wetlands and another
$2 million is provided for administration.

The measure was-repassed 63-3.

A number of other conference commit-
tee reports were adopted and the bills
subsequently repassed. S.F. 707, authored
by Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR-Duluth),
provides for exemptions from boiler and
pressure vessel inspection requirements.
H.F. 702, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), provides for an agricultural
bond program to help agricultural busi-
nesses and beginning farmers. H.F. 303,
carried by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), makes several changes to
the waste management laws. The
compromise bill provides for a suspension
of the landfill siting process in the

_Metropolitan Area. Under the measure

places a moratorium on the siting process

* and repeals the siting process altogether

Aug. 1, 1992. However, the Metro
counties must work the Metropolitan

- Council to come up with a new plan for

siting landfills. The repeal of the siting
process will take effect if the legislature
determines the new plan will be effective.
The measure also raises the recycling goals
from 30 to 45 percent in the Metro Area
and from 25 to 30 percent for Greater
Minnesota.

The conference committee report on
S.F. 1179, authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), the public
finance bill, was returned to the Senate
with a provision requiring the Dept. of
Finance to prepare a debt capacity forecast
covering state indebtedness including
bonds, loans, grant obligations and capital
leases, H.F. 606, sponsored by Sen. Terry
Johnston (IR-Prior Lake), is a Dept. of
Transportation omnibus housekeeping bill
and authorizes the department to cancel
uncollectable debts. A provision that was
in the Senate bill providing for the
Bloomington Ferry Bridge was deleted in
the conferénce committee report. H.F.
833, sponsored by Pogemiller, the annual

. bonding allocation bill, regulates tax

exempt revenue bonds. H.F. 694, spon-
sored by Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-
Bloomington), is the environmental
enforcement bill and authorizes the
issuance of citations for illegal waste
disposal. S.F. 720, authored by Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul), is the
omnibus housing bill and provides for

. housing programs for low and moderate

income individuals.

S.F. 1300, authored by Sen. Tracy
Beckman (DFL-Tracy), exempts some
types of garbage from requirements for
feeding to livestock and poultry. H.F.
222, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl
(DFL-Ham Lake), establishes intetna-
tional trade zones within the state for
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economic development purposes. H.F.
83, sponsored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), makes several changes to
the laws governing well drilling and well
sealing. S.F. 764, also authored by Dahl, .

requires amusement park rides to be *

insured and specifies that the ihsuranice” . =

companies must inspect the rides.

The Senate also acted to suspend the
rules in order to grant final passage to
three additional bills. H.F. 578, sponsored
by Metzen, transfers assessment Téview
duties to the Dakota County Board and
consolidates some Dakota County offices.
HF. 635, carried by Sen. William Luther
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), is a campaign
spending bill that does not include the
more controversial provisions that were in
the Senate language. The measure limits
spending for gubernatorial campaigns to
$20,000, rather than the current $60,000
and allow a voter’s year of birth to be on

- the registration lists. S.F. 1562, sponsored
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), is the
revisor’s bill and contains corrections to
bills passed by the Legislature within the
past few days.

Branches of government
Government at the state and federal
levels consists of three principal branches:
the legislative, the executive and the
judicial. The legislative branch is
’

-

responsible for the enactment and

- revision of laws. TheUnited States

Congress forms the laws at the national

" level and the Minnesota Legislature is the

lawmaking body at the state level. Both
Congress and the Minnesota Legislature
cofisistiof twa:bodies: the Senate and the
House of Representatives.  This two body

* 1, systemn is'referred to as a bicameral system.

. The executive branch administers

.and executes the laws passed by the,
" _legislative branch. The President of the

United States is the chief executive at the
federal level, and the governor serves as
the state’s chief executive. They are aided

by the officials appointed to head the

various agencies and departments and by
the other officials elected to the executive

. branch. For example, the governor is

assisted by the lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, state treasurer, state
auditor and the attorney general.

The judicial branch enforces the
laws and insures that interpretations of
the law are indefense of the U.S. and
state constitutions. The federal and state
court systems compose the judicial
branch.

The responsibilities of each branch
of government differ, and no branch of
government is given power over another.

- This system of “checks and balances”

assures that no single groups can dominate

the workings of government.
‘ )

Information Office services
profiled

The Senate Information Office and the
Office of the Secretary of the Senate are
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public materi-
als and handle inquiries about Senate

committee meetings, Senate districts,

Senate telephone numbers, bill reference
numbers and status, and bill sponsorship.
Interested citizens may also request copies
of bills or ask to be put on the mailing list
for Senate publications. If you want to
know the name of your Senator or have - —-
any other questions concerning the Min-
nesota Senate, call 296-0504. Senate staff
members are available to answer general
questions about the Senate and the

‘legislative process.

Senate phone numbers

-l For copies of bills (voice mail) 296-2343
‘Forindexand information ~ 296-0504
For committee schedules 296-8088
For TDD 1296-0250
For TV comment, 296-0264

Senate Publications

St. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-0259
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